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141 W. Main Street • P.O. Box 87 • Fredericksburg, PA 17026
(717) 865-7222 • stjohnsucc@comcast.net • www.stjohnsuccfburg.org
The Reverend Tony Fields, Sr., Pastor • (223) 316-7453 • fieldstsr@gmail.com
Keith Gingrich, Consistory President, Rebekah Reece, Pianist


September 27, 2026 • 10:30 a.m.
Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost


*You are invited to stand in body or in spirit

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

PASSING OF THE PEACE  

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: By what authority do we gather? Whose voice calls us into this holy place?
People: We come in the name of Jesus, whose authority is love, truth, and grace.
Leader: The Lord searches our hearts and asks us to look beyond our words to our actions.
People: Lord, open our ears to listen and our wills to yield to your way.
Leader: When God calls us into the vineyard, let our lives answer with an honest "yes."
People: Not with lip service, but with changed lives. Let us worship God in spirit and in truth!

*OPENING HYMN #2  	“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

* PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Almighty God, your authority stretches across the heavens, yet you look upon us with a tender, inviting love. We come before you today acknowledging that you are the author and perfecter of our faith.
Forgive us for the times we have given you lip service but withheld our hearts. Forgive us for when we have said "yes" to your face, but chosen our own paths in the vineyard of life.
By your Holy Spirit, clear away our doubts, our pride, and our hesitations. Open our ears to receive your truth and break down the barriers that keep us from true obedience. Fill this sanctuary with your presence. Do not let us leave this place the same way we entered, but transform our "no's" into a faithful, active "yes" for your kingdom.
We invoke your holy presence among us today. Lead us, guide us, and teach us to follow you completely.
In the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and King, we pray. Amen.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, we confess that our actions do not always match our words. We are quick to say "yes" to you when it is easy, but slow to follow through when your call requires sacrifice. Like the son who promised to work but stayed home, we offer you lip service instead of life service.
We have questioned your authority when your commands challenge our comfort. We have judged others while ignoring our own need for repentance. Forgive us, Lord. Soften our stubborn hearts, transform our reluctant wills, and grant us the humility to turn back to you. Amen.

(A moment of silent, personal confession)



*WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Leader: Hear the good news: God does not look for flawless performance,    but for a repentant heart. Jesus reminds us that the kingdom of God is open to all who turn back to Him in faith. In Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Go forth into the vineyard to live out your "yes" in peace.
People: Thanks be to God!


*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   	The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into Hades; the third day, He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God, the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.


HYMN #349		“Trust and Obey”   


SCRIPTURE READING 
Exodus 17:1-7 (pg.64 )  
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 (pg.537)
Acts 3:1-19 (pg. 120)  
Matthew 21: 23-32 (pg.23) 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.

MESSAGE				Blessings, Blessings, Everywhere!


Prayer of Intercession/Lord’s Prayer

Leader: Let us pray:
Faithful God, you call your church to be a vineyard of justice, grace, and truth. We pray today for the global church and this local congregation. Grant us the courage to look past empty rituals and instead live lives of genuine fruitfulness. Empower us to boldly step into the messy, broken places of our world to do the work you have assigned us. Lord, in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Righteous Ruler, your authority is rooted in love and peace. We pray for leaders of nations, communities, and institutions. Soften hearts that are hardened by pride, greed, or the pursuit of power. Give our world leaders a spirit of humility and a deep desire to care for the vulnerable, the forgotten, and those on the margins of society. Lord, in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Compassionate Healer, we pray for all who are suffering in body, mind, or spirit today. We lift up those carrying the heavy burdens of illness, grief, anxiety, or loneliness. We pray especially for those in our community whose pain is known only to you.  Remind them that they are never abandoned, and use our hands to bring them comfort and relief. Lord, in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Lord of the Harvest, you long for all people to turn to you. We pray for those who feel far from your grace, those who feel judged by religious systems, and those who struggle to believe that your love includes them. Open our hearts to be welcoming communities where tax collectors, sinners, and searching souls alike find a place at your table. Turn our reluctant "no's" into a joyful "yes" to your kingdom work. Lord, in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy and your authoritative love; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who taught us to pray…  (Lord’s Prayer)


INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
In our gospel today, Jesus reminds us that true faith is not measured by the promises we make, but by the actions we take. God does not ask for empty words; God invites us to invest our whole lives—including our resources—into the work of the kingdom.
When we give, we say an active, tangible "yes" to God's work in our community and the world. Let us now bring our tithes and offerings, not out of obligation, but as a joyful response to the One who calls us into the vineyard.


*OFFERING RESPONSE             “Doxology”   (Hymnal, p. 625)


*DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS
Generous God, you have called us out of our hesitation and into your vineyard. We bring these gifts today as a tangible sign of our "yes" to you.
Bless these tithes and offerings, and multiply them to bring hope, healing, and justice to a world in need. But more than these funds, Lord, we dedicate ourselves. Take our hands, our feet, our time, and our talents. Let our daily lives match the worship we offer you today, so that your kingdom may be made visible right here in our community.
In the powerful name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.



*CLOSING HYMN #51	“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

	
*BENEDICTION
Go now into the world, and step boldly into God's vineyard.
Let your words be true, your hearts be humble, and your actions reflect the love of Christ.
Answer God’s call not just with your lips, but with your whole life.
And may the blessing of God Almighty—
the Father who calls you,
the Son who shows you the way,
and the Holy Spirit who empowers your obedience—
be with you now and remain with you always.  Amen.

Leader: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!
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Thank you to our Volunteers today:
     Deacon of the Month:  Linda Wampler
     Worship Helpers:  Robin Gingrich and Dena Eberhart
     Lay Reader:  Dena Eberhart 







     .
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SPONSORS NEEDED for flowers and bulletins. Please see the sign-up sheet in the Karen Light Fellowship Hall.

PASTORAL CARE:  If anyone is in need of “pastoral care” during Pastor Tony’s sabbatical, they should reach out to either Robin Gingrich, Dena Eberhart, or any other member of Consistory.  

We are looking for members who are willing to serve as Worship Helpers, as well as provide our Sunday Message throughout Pastor Tony’s Sabbatical.  If you would be interested in helping, please see Julie Ditzler, Keith Gingrich, or Dena Eberhart.  Thank you!

SUB and PIZZA SALE:   Hope everyone enjoyed your Marianna’s subs and pizzas!  We earned a total of $614.50 in profits.  Thanks for your help!

Thanks to everyone who helped at the Flea Market!  Details to follow!

Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends is just a few weeks away, Wednesday, October 21st, from 8am-11pm.  The pass is just $5.00 and the money stays here at St. John’s.  Get your Christmas lists ready and shop til you drop! See Robin Gingrich for your pass.

The Neighbors In Need offering will be collected during our worship services on October 4th and 11th.

We will celebrate Harvest Home on October 18th, so we will push back our Joy Pantry Sunday to that date this month.

Hungry for some good St. John’s pot pie?  We will hold a pot pie sale on October 23rd.  Kitchen help is needed of the 22nd and 23rd – mark your calendars!
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September 28th  		           	6:30 pm	Consistory Meeting

October 4th					10:30 am	Worldwide Communion
						                      Pastor Larry Richard, preaching
                                                                                       Neighbors In Need

October 11th					10:00 am	Joint Service with Christ Church
                                                                			Here at St. John’s, Rev. Kevin 
								McLemore, Conference Regional
                                                                                       Minister, preaching
                                                                                       Neighbors In Need

October 18th					10:30 am	Worship Service
						                      Harvest Home Sunday /
                                                                                       Joy Pantry Sunday

October 23rd							Pot Pie Sale



[image: ]“In You, O Lord, I put my trust; Let me never be ashamed; Deliver me in Your righteousness. Bow down Your ear to me, deliver me speedily: Be my rock of refuge, A fortress of defense to save me. For you are my rock and my fortress; Therefore, for Your name’s sake, lead me and guide me.”  
(Psalm 31: 1-3 NKJV)



Please keep the following members and friends of St. John’s in your prayers this week: Pat Ziegler • Millie Schriver • Randy Sweigart • Gerald Rudy  Cortney Smith • Tom Graby • Steve Clark • Bruce R. Shepps • Jon Olesh • Callum Quinn   Frank Shepler • Emily Rentschler • Jean Ann and Neal Grimes • Karen Metz  Harford Overton • Jodi Checket • Mike Large • Reverend Tony and Jodie Fields •
Cathy Rentschler • Rose Marie Gardner
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